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The EUROBATS Secretariat

The EUROBATS Secretariatadministers
the Agreement onthe Conservationof Bats
in Europe. The Agreement wassetupunder
the aegis of the Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild
Animals. This Conventionis also knownas
the Bonn Convention, because it was an
initiative of the West German Government
which led to its conclusion in 1979. The
Conventionitself was aresult of one of the
recommendations following the United
Nations Conference on the Human
Environmentin 1972.

Eric Blencowe

The Bonn Convention recognizes that
endangered migratory-species can be
properly protected only if activities are
carried out over the entire migratory range
of the species. Because many of these
species migrate over international
boundaries within continents and even
beyond, the need for an international
convention was paramount for this process
to be carried forward.

The Bonn Convention allows for
the conclusion of individual agreements

covering particular species or groups of

species within a geographically limited
migratory range. The Agreement on the
Conservation of Bats in Europe was the
third of these to be included, and came into
force in its first five signatory countries in
January 1994. The first Meeting of Parties
took placein BristolinJuly 1995, and by this
time there were nine Parties. Since then, and
atthe time of writing, a further four countries
have ratified or acceded to the Agreement,
making a present total of thirteen countries,
fromallover Europe.

The first Meeting of Parties agreed
on the need to establish a permanent
secretariat to administer the Agreement,
and to coordinate international activities
between the Parties to the Agreement, and

to encourage others to join. A budget of

justunder halfa million German Marks was

agreed upon forthe period between January
1996 and December 1998, to be funded by
the individual Parties according to their
position on the United Nations Scale of
Assessments.

The EUROBATS Secretariat - comprises a
half-time Executive Secretary and a half-
time Administrative Assistant - started work
at the beginning of January 1996. Its
particular functions are to

- facilitate the exchange of
information, and assist in the coordination
of international research and monitoring
activities, including seeking financial
support for these;

- arrange and service Meetings of
the Parties, including those of an inter-
sessional Advisory Committee established
by the first Meeting of Parties to carry
forward research and monitoring work, and
to discuss priorities for further activities on
aninternational level, between Meetings of
parties; and

-stimulate proposals forimproving
the effectiveness of the Agreement,
including attracting more Non-Parties to
join the Agreement.

The Secretariat arranged the first meeting of
the Advisory Committee in April 1996. The
meeting considered the tasks laid before it
by the first Meeting of Parties, and
particularly concentrated on international
activities and monitoring. Members agreed
to carry out a pan-European analysis of
currently available information on the
migratory habits of certain species, and to
assess the effectiveness of various
methodologies for monitoring certain
species. The Secretariat was charged with
analyzing the reports of the Parties on their
implementation of the Agreement, to find
strengths and weaknesses and to report
back to the Advisory Committee with a
digest of the reports and proposals for
improving the reports in the future. All

these matters will be considered at the
second Advisory Committee meeting, which
is provisionally scheduled to take place in
January 1997 in Krakow, Poland.

The Secretariat also attended the Seventh
European Bat Research Symposium in the
Netherlands in August 1996. The Secretariat
of the Agreement gave a presentation on
the Agreement to research scientists and
amateur bat-enthusiasts from all over
Europe. Its purpose at the Symposium was
first to emphazise the importance of the
Agreement to the conservation of bats in
Europe, and to offer advice and assistance
to researchers in developing proposals for
the conservation of certain populations of
specific species of bats occurring within

Continued on next page.
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Europe, particularly where these
populations migrated at least partially over
international borders. Suchaprojectisbeing
developed (atthe time of writing) by Hungary
for Miniopterus schreibersi, whose
populations in Hungary have been suffering
a drastic decline over the past few years.
Hungary will be working with Austria,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Moldovia, Romaniaand
Portugal on the project. The Secretariat not
only strongly endorses the project, but will
endeavor to seek international funding to
ensure thatit can be carried out. Inthis way,
the Secretariat will continue to try to
encourage active support of the Agree-
ment, and through the Agreement the re-
search work essential for the survival of
European bat species.

The Secretariat is also planning a
publicity campaign throughout Europe,
addressing some of the myths about bats,
and trying to promote reason when bat
species are considered in town planning or
agriculture questions.

The EUROBATS Secretariat will
continue to liaise with Parties, Non-Party
Range-States, Non-Government Organiza-
tions and individual researchers and bat

enthusiasts, and work towards the esta-
blishment of the Bats Agreement as the
vehicle for reversing the downward trends
in bat populations within Europe.

New Computer Bat Game

By playing this game pupils of primary
schools may better understand how sonar-
orecho-locating systemis actually working
for these animals. In the Bat-Game pupils
act like a bat while they have to find their
way inthe “dark™ across invisible obstacles.
It deserves attention to use the program
only in combination with accompanying
documentation.

Game is over when the bat has
found his way out from a cave. You may
extend thenumberofscreensto 5 atmaximum.

The software is available from Het
Groene Wiel, Hendrikweg 14-B, NL-6703
AW Wageningen, or by calling + 31 8370
2204 1. The priceis USD 30.

The program works on IBM
compatible PCs witha VGA screen. Problems
may arise with some versions of Windows.

Contacts for the Bats Agreement
in Fennoscandian countries

Denmark:

Mr Norman Clerver/Ms Maj F. Munk
Ministry of the Environment
Haraldsgade 53

DK-2100 Kébenhavn
Fax:+4539472312

Norway:

Ms Gunn Paulsen

Directorate for Nature Management
Tungasletta 2

N-7005 Trondhjem
Fax:+4773915433

Sweden:

Ms Marie Nedinge

Swedish Environmental Protection Agency
Species Conservation Section
Blekholmsterrassen 36

S-10648 Stockholm

New Initiatives for the Conservation of Bats in Europe

The Agreement on the Conservation of
Batsin Europe, which cameintoforceon1
January 1994, now numbers twelve states
among its Parties: the Czech Republic,
Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary,
Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal, Sweden, and the United
Kingdom. Belgium has signed the
Agreement, butnot yet ratified it.

Eric Blencowe & Peter Boye

Last year the first session of the Meeting of
Parties to the Agreement agreed an Action
Plan for the period 1995 until 1998, which
was to be translated into international
action. An important, coordinating role in
these efforts is being played by a newly
established Secretariat in Bonn, under the
leadership of Eric Blencowe. He invited
representatives of all the Parties to the first
meeting of the Advisory Committee on 18
and 19 April on the island of Vilm in the
Baltic Sea. The Committee discussed
possible measures to improve the
conservation status of bats in Europe.

The most significant items for the first

Advisory Committee meeting were
monitoring and international activities. A
pan-European observation study is to
identify population trends and then to
facilitate the timely introduction of
measures to address any problems which
the study's results might throw up. For this
study the following common bat-species
were chosen, and these are intended to
represent ecological species-groups:

Rhinolophus hipposideros

Myotis myotis and Myotis blythi
Myotis bechsteinii

Mpyotis capaccinii

Eptesicus serotinus and E. nilssonii
Miniopterus schreibersi

Agreed, consistent methods for observing
these species and collating the information
are to be adopted: the United Kingdom's
recently started monitoring-project is an
important basis for this.

International-protection measures for bats
have, above all, to concentrate on those
species which migrate the furthest across
Europe, in order to identify and address

possible dangers caused by bottleneck
situationsin theirlife-cycles. The Advisory
Committee is therefore also to examine the
available dataabout the migratory behavior
of Myotis dasycneme (Boie, 1825),
Pipistrellus nathusii (Keyserling & Blasius,
1839), Nyctalus noctula (Schreber, 1774)
and Miniopterus schreibersi, and at the
next meeting address what consequences
the results have for bat conservation. This
could take the form of international or
regional conservation-measures, and also
recommendations for programs for collating
existing data or research.

The Advisory Committee further agreed
Rules of Procedure, according to which
Non-Governmental Organizations and
individuals can take part. In order to do so,
they have to seek permission from the Parties
via the Secretariat at least two months
before the next Committee meeting, and if
two-thirds of the Parties agree, and there
are no other technical or physical barriers
to their participation, they will be
permitted to attend and take part as
observers.
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International Science Project denied

Leif Gjerde

As a part of the Bonn’s Convention on the
protection of migratory species in Europe,
the Institute of Zoology II at Friedrich-
Alexander University in Erlangen
(Germany) have initiated a large survey on
Nyctalus noctula. The projects aim is to
assess the genetic population structure of
Nyctalus noctulain Europe and to improve
ourknowledge aboutits migration by means
of moleculartools (mitochondrial DNA and
microsatellites).

Samples taken from Myotis
mystacinus (Kuhl, 1819), Myotis brandtii
(Eversmann, 1845) and Pipistrellus
pipistrellus (Schreber, 1774) will also be
included as the project would like toimprove
our knowledge about taxonomy and
phylogenetic relationships, as well as about
the distribution of the genetic variability
and subpopulations throughout Europe.

Furthermore, the Conservation
Genetics Research Group at the Institute of
Zoology in London are carrying outa study
of the population genetics of Pipistrellus
pipistrellus. Thisinvolves taking small wing
samples with a biopsy punch from which
mitochondrial DNA is extracted and
sequenced. The 3 mm diameter holes in the

wing membrane heal so quickly and cause
the bats so little inconvenience that the
Nature Conservation Authorities in the UK
have given the project permission to carry
out this procedure even on severely
endangered species such as Rhinolophus

Sferrumequinum (Schreber, 1774).

One of the main objectives of the
projectis toaddress the question of whether
Pipistrellus pipistrellus inmainland Britain
interbreed with individuals elsewhere.
Norway is the closest part of mainland
Europe to Scotland. The work will be carried
out by professor Dr. P.A. Racey at the
University of Aberdeen (Scotland).

The coordinator for both projects,
Dr. Racey and Mr. Eric Petit sent a letter to
N@BIrequesting help forcollecting samples
fromNorway totheirprojects. Anapplication
to carry.out the project in Norway was sent
to the Directorate for Nature Management
on 15 May 1995.

InDN'sreply dated 15 June (signed
Ingebrigt Stensaas and Kari Heggemsnes)
they rejected both projects. In the letter
they state: ““The Directorate for Nature
Management is normally reserved with
giving exemptions from the general
protection of wild life.”

Norwegian Project on Bats in Churches

LeifGjerde

A total of 2000 churches exist in Norway.
The main types are the Norwegian Stave
churches, stone churches, wooden
churches and a Gothic style built after 1945,
all produced during different times of
history. The stave.churches are the oldest
and were build in the 1100-hundreds.

The Bats in Churches Project got
aflyingstartthis year. A total of 58 churches
were visited in which 36 of these were
located to the region of Romerike. Traces of
bats were found in 83 % of these (n=48).

Only two species were identified.
These were Eptesicus nilssonii (Keyserling
& Blasius, 1839) and Plecotus auritus (L.,
1758). Six churches contained Eptesicus
nilssonii with the largest colony containing
65 individuals or more. Plecotus auritus
was found at additional 6 churches with the
largest colony of 6 animals (5 adults and 1
juvenile).

The survey work was followed up by an
intensive press campaign, in which over 15
newspapers and 5 radio stations featured
the project. An eight page booklet was also
produced and distributed to both the media
and churchwardens (Gjerde 1996).

The national project is being carried out by
Nordre @yeren Biological Station in
cooperation with Kirke- 0g
undervisningsdepartementets konsulent i
kirkebygg. Oslo and Akershus counties
areinvestigated by Romerike Bat Research
Group (a division of N@BI) and @stfold
County by Ola M. Wergeland Krog. A new
edition of the 8 page booklet is being
prepared for the project.

References

Gijerde, Leif. 1996. Flaggermus i kirker . Nordre
@yeren Biologiske Stasjon & Kirkekon-
sulenten. 8 pp. ISBN 82-90827-53-9.

Norway says yes to the European
Bats Agreement, but no to the
practice of it

Norway has not put any priority to the
European Bats Agreement. The political
guidelines and long-term guidelines from
the Ministry of the Environment give no
room for the European Bats Agreement. It
means that the Directorate for Nature
Management cannot give funds to honor
the agreement.

No governmental funds to
Fennoscandian Bats

Applications for financial aid to
Fennoscandian Bats was last fall sent to
the three Scandinavian countries.

Per Sjogren Gulve at the Swedish
Environmental Protection Agency, Maj F.
Munk at the Ministry of the Environment
(Denmark) and Terje Bg at the Directorate
for Nature Management (Norway) all
rejected the application.

Workshop:
On the situation of the Barbastella
Barbastellus - Preparations for a
species assistance programme.

Mansfeld, Germany, 5-7 September 1997

During the first two days participation in
the workshop will be restricted to invited
participants, while the results of the
meeting will be presented to a public
conference on the third day.

Registration before 30 April 1997 to
Arbeitskreis Fledermiuse Sachsen-
Anhalt e.V., Bienenkopf 91e, D-06507
Stecklenberg. Phone/fax: + 23947 65320.

Symposium on Biospeleology:
Study and protection of batsin caves

Neuchdtel, Switzerland,
11-12 August 1997

The symposium will be held during the
12th International Congress of
Speleology.

Congress address': SubLime. P.O.Box
4093, CH-2304 La Chaux de Fonds.
Internett: http://www.inine.ch/UIS97.
E-mail (Internet): congress.uis97 @chyn.

unine.ch
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Publications

Gjerde, Leif & Elzbieta Fuszara. 1995. Notes
on the distribution of bats (Chiroptera) in
Sogn og Fjordane County, Norway. N@BI
Report 23. Nordre @yeren Biological Sta-
tion. 37 pp. ISBN 82-90827-42-3. Price: NOK
100.-.

Gjerde and Fuszara have mapped 35 10x10
UTM squares in Sogn og Fjordane county
during July and August 1995. Itincludes an
investigation of 28 rivers and lakes and 140
km of car transects. Five bat species were
recorded. Four tables and 15 figures, in
which 3 in color.

Written in English with Norwegian abstract.

Gijerde, Leif. 1995. Notes on thedistribution
of bats (Chiroptera) in Sgr-Trgndelag
County, Norway. NOBIReport 22. Nordre
(@yeren Biological Station. 32 pp. ISBN 82-
90827-41-5. Price: NOK 100,-.

During July and October25 10x 10 km UTM
squares and 1 1 municipalities were visited.
Myotis daubentonii (Kuhl, 1819) was search
forat 15 rivers, and 24 potential localities for
advertisement calling Vespertilio murinus
L., 1758 were checked.

Written in English.

Gjerde, Leif. 1995. An atlas on bats
(Chiroptera) from a selected part of

Southeastern Norway. N@BI Report 24.
Nordre @yeren Biological Station, 1995. 54
pp+appendix. ISBN 82-90827-43-1. Price:
NOK 100,-,

This report presents the results of a three
year mapping project where 78 10x10 km
UTM squares were mapped in 30
municipalities and 5 counties. Six bat spe-
cies were recorded and over 1000
observations registered. Color maps, tab-
les and figures make the report easy and
interesting to read. All observations are
included with all details.

The report is written in English.

Wergeland Krog, OlaM. 1995, Flaggermus
i Ostfold. Kunnskapsstatus 1995. Rapport
nr. 14/95. Fylkesmannen i @stfold,
Miljgvernavdelingen, Moss 1995. 66 pp.
ISBN 82-7395-113-8. Price: free.

This report is based on an atlas on bats in
flight carried outin Norway's south-eastern
most county where all 11 Norwegian bat
species may be expected. Information on
hibernocula and maternity colonies has also
been included. A total of 54 10 x 10 UTM
squares were investigated during 1993 to
1995. This resulted in 7 recorded species
and 516 observations, in whichall are listed
up in an appendix.

The report is written in Norwegian (no

Chiroptera Neotropical

Ludmilla M. de S. Auguiar
and
Valdir A. Taddei

The first issue of this newsletter was just
published this summer. It is a newsletter
for the Neotropical members of the World
Conservation Union (IUCN), Species
Survival Commission Chiroptera Specialist
Group. It is produced in collaboration with
the Brazil Program of Conservation
International (CI-Brazil) and the Fundacao
Biodiversitas, and is part of a series of
Specialist Group newsletters now being
edited by these organizations: including
Neotropical Primates, Edentata, and
Chelonia.

Throughthis newsletter, we intend
to provide an efficient communication
network between Neotropical
“chiropterologists " and university students
involved in Chiroptera conservation,
biology and ecology (especially those
whose native tongue is Spanish or
Portuguese). It is also a way to keep non-

governmental and governmental
organizations informed of activities related
to the study and conservation of bats, and
encourage a link between organizations
interested and active in supporting on-site
research and conservation activities. The
newsletter contains short articles,
information on bat societies, recent
publications, information on future
meetings, and miscellaneous news items.
We hope the newsletter will
constitute a collective endeavor built upon
the willingness of Neotropical
chiropterologists, bat societies and
conservationists to inform us of their
activities, opinions, projects, and of events
relating to the research and conservation of
the Neotropical bat species.
Address to editors are Conservation
International, Av. Antonio Abrahao Caram,
820/302-31275-000-Belo Horizonte, MG,
Brasil.
Phone and fax numberis+5531441 1795 or
e-mail: cibrasil(a)ax.apc.org.

English abstract) and may be ordered
through Fylkesmannen i @stfold,
Miljgvernavdelingen, Postboks 325, N-1502
Moss.

Anonymous. 1995. Agreementon the Con-
servation of Batsin Europe. Reportfrom
the First Session of the Meeting of the
Parties. Bristol, 18 - 20 July 1995.
Departmentofthe Environment, Bristol 1995,
49pp. NoISBN.

Gjerde, Leif. 1996. Flaggermus i kirker.
Nordre @yeren Biologiske Stasjon & Kirke-
konsulenten, Lillestrgm 1996. 8 pp. ISBN 82-
90827-53-9.

This joint publication presents the national
survey of Bats in Churches with their aims
and objections. Some general information
on bats found in churches is also presented.
Written in Norwegian.

Gijerde, Leif. 1996. Fraklipper til blokker,
graskimlet flaggermus. Nordre @yeren
Biologiske Stasjon, Lillestrom 1996. 4 pp.
ISBN82-90827-57-1.

This brochure presents N@BI's project on
mapping advertisement calling Vespertilio
murinus along the coast of Norway.
Written in Norwegian

New Newsletters

ABS Newsletter

The Australasian Bat Society publishes a
fairly substantial newsletter once ortwice a
year. This newsletter basically replaces
Macroderma and continues at roughly the
same level of article. These are presently
unreferred. Current editor is Lawrence
Conole. Interested parties may contact ABS,
PO Box 612, Milsons Point, NSW 2061,
Australia.

Pteropus

Pteropus, The Lubee Foundation Technical
Bulletin, is intended to inform zoo personnel
and members of the scientific community
on methods, techniques and observations
important forthe housing, managementand
research on Old-World Fruit bats.

The first issue of the bulletin was
published in March 1996, and is expected to
be published on a irregular basis.
Interested subscriber may contact The
Lubee Foundation, Inc., 1309 N.W. 192nd
Avenue, FL-32609, USA.

They may also bereached by phone (+ 1 352
485 1250). fax (+ 1 352485 2656) or e-mail
(lubeebat@aol.com).




